
Ch. 2: NM in WW1
1916-1918



Journal #4: Is it wrong, or at least hypocritcal, to fight 
for democracy, while at the same time taking away 
freedoms from the enemy at home?



New Mexico’s Role in:

1) A major event of the Mexican Revolution

2) The First World War

3) A terrible pandemic that struck the state and the 
rest of the world in 1918



1) The Mexican Revolution and 

Pancho Villa’s Raid on Columbus
• Mexican Revolution began in 1910 with the 

overthrow of Mexico’s ruler, Porfirio Diaz, who was 
dictatorial, corrupt, and supported by foreign 
companies

• Revolutionary generals, like Pancho Villa, attempted 
to overthrow him, and in so doing, attacked the New 
Mexican town of Columbus, burning business and 
killing at least 11 people.

• Know one knows for sure why he attacked 
Columbus, but his actions made a heroine out of a 
telephone operator, Susie Parks.
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The American Punitive 
Expedition

• America got its revenge when Gen. John J. “Black Jack” Pershing 
entered Mexico to chase, capture, and punish Villa for his misdeeds.

• New Mexico participated by beefing up its border patrol with its 
national guard.

• Yet, Mexicans were outraged by America’s search for Villa. Many 
songs were written celebrating Pancho Villa’s bravery and coyness.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yeLwn44O0A

Ultimately, Pershing never found Villa and withdrew one year later 
(1917)

This event was not entirely fruitless though. The American army 
experimented with vehicles and planes, valuable in preparing for WW1, 
and Columbus was rebuilt and served as a military outpost.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yeLwn44O0A


NM on the eve of WW1

• One of the reasons the US entered into WW1 was 
that a message bound for Mexico, The Zimmerman 
Telegram, a German proposal that Mexico join 
forces with them if the US entered the war, stated 
Germany would return to Mexico all the land it lost 
during the Mexican American war.

• New Mexicans were eager to join the war effort 
because their loyalty was in question again



New Mexicans on the 
Home Front in WW1

• NM’s lieutenant governor, Washington E. Lindsay, who 
assumed office upon the death of the governor, acted 
decisively to assign money for public defense.

• It was hard to communicate about the war to the diverse 
and widely dispersed New Mexican population, so a 
bilingual newspaper was created, New Mexico War News.

• Moreover, posters, plays, speakers (The Four-Minute 
Men) arrived on the scene to promote support for the 
war in NM. 

• Many NM’s also bought liberty bonds to support the 
war, raising at least 18 Million dollars.



• Wheatless days, liberty gardens created to conserve 
food

• NM farmers, miners, ranchers, and oil men did their 
best to help in the war effort too.

• Women, inmates, Mexicans all helped to fill in during 
the labor shortages

• German Americans and anything associated with 
Germany was frowned upon in NM.



New Mexicans in the 
American Armed Forces

• More than 15,000 New Mexicans joined up
• More than 8,000 joined as a result of the nation’s 

first draft since the Civil War
• our volunteer rate was one of the highest in the US
• there were often celebrations when sending young 

men off to war. (Why don’t we do that as much 
today?)

• American Expeditionary Force (AEF) led by John J. 
Pershing (same general who chased Villa) helped 
defeat Germany

• only 4 deserted, 501 died in combat



Spanish Flu

• Right after WW1 ended, this flu struck NM and 
almost the entire world in the fall of 1918

• Would kill people within an day 
• mostly affected adults, rather than the young and 

elderly
• by the end of November, more than 1,000 New 

Mexicans died of the flu (not including more than 
2,500 Navajos)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbYwNOcKqqc
•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbYwNOcKqqc
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