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26.1 End Marks • Practice 1

Uses of the Period Use a period to end a declarative sentence, an imperative sentence, and an indirect
question. Use a period to end most abbreviations.

PERIODS

Declarative Sentence: Theodore Roosevelt was president of the United States.
Imperative Sentence: Drive straight ahead.
Indirect Question: I asked where we were going.
Abbreviations: Mr. Rd. Tenn. Mt.

Uses of the Question Mark Use a question mark to end an interrogative sentence. Use a question
mark to end an incomplete question in which the rest of the question is understood. Use a question mark
to end a statement that is intended as a question.

QUESTION MARKS

Interrogative Sentence: Who are you?
Incomplete Question: Certainly, we should have lunch. Where?
Statement Intended as a Question: We are early?

Uses of the Exclamation Mark Use an exclamation mark to end an exclamatory sentence or an
imperative sentence if the command is urgent and forceful. Use an exclamation mark after an interjection
expressing strong emotion.

EXCLAMATION MARKS

Exclamatory Sentence: That was a wonderful trip!
Imperative Sentence: Be quiet!
Interjection: Wow! This is fun.

Exercise 1 Using End Marks Correctly. Add the proper end mark to each item.

EXAMPLE: What a great name for a dog .

1. The Egyptians wrote on papyrus

2. Which way is the stadium

3. Ouch That hurts.

4. Tell me your name

5. Where did you find this

6. We asked why she left

7. L Butterfield

8. Look out

9. Austria is in central Europe

10. Who is the Prime Minister

Exercise 2 Supplying End Marks. Write the kinds of sentences listed below. Be sure to use
correct end marks.

EXAMPLE: Question Which briefcase is mine?

1. Question

2. Indirect Question

3. Declarative Sentence

4. Exclamatory Sentence

5. Imperative Sentence
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26.1 End Marks • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Using the Period. The following sentences do not have periods. Add periods where
they are needed.

EXAMPLE: Jacob Jones, Sr, was not pleased when his son ran off to join the circus
Jacob Jones, Sr., was not pleased when his son ran off to join the circus.

1. Straighten your tie and comb your hair

2. I think Mrs Berg gave the message to her son, Chris Berg, Jr

3. Sgt S P Casey wrote the speeding ticket that Mr Gillespie received

4. Fill out the form and sign it at the bottom

5. Dr Birch asked me if Sally Ryan, R N, works at the hospital in Coral Springs

Exercise 2 Using the Question Mark. The following sentences do not have end marks. Some
sentences are direct questions requiring question marks. Others are indirect questions requiring
periods. Still others are statements intended as questions. Add the correct punctuation mark.

EXAMPLE: She wondered if she would ever be famous
She wondered if she would ever be famous.

1. How many people attended the play the first night The second night

2. I wondered why my car would not start

3. You lost the ten dollars I gave you for the tickets to the concert

4. The students asked if any more assemblies will be scheduled

5. Which doctor developed a successful vaccine for smallpox When

6. The children asked whether any refreshments would be served

7. Which planet is the red one

8. A stork built its nest on your chimney

9. Would you repeat that

10. The puppy scratched you

Exercise 3 Using the Exclamation Mark. Exclamation marks have been left out of each of the
following items. Add exclamation marks as needed. Then identify each item that requires an
exclamation mark as an exclamatory sentence, an imperative sentence, or an interjection.

EXAMPLE: Watch out
Watch out! imperative sentence

1. Surprise We tricked you.

2. We broke the record for having the most people in a telephone booth

3. That’s impossible

4. Don’t touch Those vases are priceless.

5. If only I could remember

6. Well This is a deliberate insult.

7. He repaired the television in less than five minutes

8. I haven’t eaten since yesterday

9. Foul That was a double dribble.

10. Stop dragging your feet
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26.2 Commas That Separate Basic Elements
• Practice 1

Commas With Compound Sentences Use a comma before the conjunction to separate two
independent clauses in a compound sentence.

COMPOUND SENTENCES

I cooked dinner, and Glenda set the table.
We waited for John, but he never arrived.

Commas Between Items in a Series Use commas to separate three or more words, phrases, or
clauses in a series.

SERIES

Firs, spruces, and pines are evergreen trees.
They traveled out of New York, through Pennsylvania, and into Ohio.

Commas Between Adjectives Use commas to separate adjectives of equal rank. Do not use commas
to separate adjectives that must stay in a specific order.

ADJECTIVES

With Commas: He drove a shiny, green sedan.
Without Commas: The attic was filled with many old clothes.

Exercise 1 Using Commas Correctly. Add commas where they are required.

EXAMPLE: Bill left the party and he went home.
Bill left the party, and he went home.

1. Native Americans grew corn beans and tomatoes.

2. The sleek powerful leopard raced toward its prey.

3. The road ran around the mountain across the river and into the town.

4. We approached the medieval castle with its old drawbridge huge towers and broad moat.

5. Following the directions thinking carefully and taking your time will insure success on the project.

6. The California condor the Wyoming toad and the red fox are endangered species.

7. Charles did his best but he still lost the race.

8. Claire saw two of her friends in the grandstand so she went to sit with them.

9. That large heavy bag is mine.

10. California Oregon and Washington border the Pacific Ocean.

Exercise 2 Understanding the Use of Commas. These sentences are punctuated correctly.
Identify the use of commas by writing the words compound sentence, series, or adjectives.

EXAMPLE: Ed wrote letters, and then he listened to music. compound sentence

1. Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec are Canadian provinces.

2. The quick, brown fox outran the shaggy dog.

3. With hard work, with the right skills, and with a little luck you can be

successful.

4. Dad and I left for the airport at noon, yet we were still late for Mom’s plane.

5. Several noisy squirrels lived in the oak tree. .
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26.2 Commas That Separate Basic Elements
• Practice 2

Exercise 1 Using Commas with Compound Sentences. Commas have been left out of the
following compound sentences. Read each sentence and add commas where they are needed.

EXAMPLE: She was tired yet she was determined to finish the race.
She was tired, yet she was determined to finish the race.

1. The sheep bleated fearfully but the shears never cut their skin.

2. The freshly painted walls and newly waxed floors made the apartment pleasant yet major repairs were
still needed.

3. Lin is inclined to exaggerate but her stories are entertaining.

4. Mr. Klein’s kitchen has been remodeled and it now contains many modern conveniences.

5. There were no trees growing on the desert island nor was there any water.

6. We could hear music blaring inside the house but no one answered when we knocked.

7. Tom hoed the soil and Eliza trimmed the branches.

8. Wind rattled the windows of the cabin yet the campers slept soundly.

9. She was forced to dismount for her horse was lame.

10. Many people have reptiles as pets but few of them know how to care for reptiles properly.

Exercise 2 Using Commas Between Items in a Series. In each of the following sentences, add
commas as needed.

EXAMPLE: Alex threw back the covers stomped across the room and pounced on the alarm clock.
Alex threw back the covers, stomped across the room, and pounced on the alarm clock.

1. The pioneers crossed deserts scaled mountains and waded through rivers before they reached the
West.

2. Silk cotton and wool are natural fibers.

3. I must mow the lawn trim the hedges and weed the garden.

4. Studying your notes listening to directions and feeling confident can help you do well on the exam.

5. The performers ran off the stage down the aisles and through the exit doors.

6. For dinner Lauren wanted spaghetti and meatballs bread and butter and cake and ice cream.

7. Becky first requested then insisted on and finally pleaded for permission to visit her cousin for the
weekend.

8. Bring a wrench a pair of pliers and a hammer and nails out to the garage.

9. Elizabeth polished the silverware set the table and lit the candles.

10. Ted walked to the end of the diving board leaped into the air and dived gracefully into the pool.

Exercise 3 Using Commas Between Adjectives. In each of the following sentences, two
adjectives have been underlined. Add commas between the two adjectives only where necessary.

EXAMPLE: The two little girls were playing jacks. (no comma needed)

1. Thomas and I noticed an unfamiliar musky odor inside the cave.

2. Many shallow pools formed on the beach after the light rain.

3. Several faint giggles brought the librarian to his feet.

4. On the door was a heavy ornate knocker in the shape of a wreath.

5. Slow steady rowing soon brought all of the team’s boats to shore.
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26.2 Commas That Set Off Added Elements
(Introductory Material, Parenthetical Expressions)
• Practice 1

Commas After Introductory Material Use a comma after an introductory word, phrase, or clause

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

Introductory Word: Yes, Jim is our best debater.
Introductory Phrase: With very little money, she left home for the big city.
Introductory Clause: After he finished school, Dick joined the Army.

Commas with Parenthetical Expressions Use commas to set off parenthetical expressions.

PARENTHETICAL EXPRESSIONS

Names of People Being Addressed: That’s the right answer, Doug.
Certain Adverbs: We chose, therefore, not to go.
Common Expressions: This solution, I think, is the best.
Contrasting Expressions: The river is long, not deep.

Exercise 1 Using Commas After Introductory Material. Write the introductory word, phrase,
or clause in each sentence, and add the needed comma.

EXAMPLE: Remember you have only thirty minutes for this section of the test. Remember,

1. After the brief rain shower had ended the sun began to shine.

2. No this is the wrong answer.

3. With all the energy he could muster the old man tried to speak.

4. To win the district championship we practiced day and night.

5. Please isn’t there someone who can help me?

6. With only a compass and a canteen of water he set out across the desert.

7. Sarah stop talking and listened to me.

8. To escape capture by the police the fugitive hid in an abandoned cave.

9. Certainly we should begin to plan the school fair as soon as possible.

10. After I saw that movie I could understand why it won an Oscar.

Exercise 2 Using Commas with Parenthetical Expressions. Use the following parenthetical
expressions in sentences. Correctly punctuate these expressions with commas.

EXAMPLE: however This dog, however, is not ours.

1. nevertheless

2. I believe

3. of course

4. therefore

5. not yours
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26.2 Commas That Set Off Added Elements
(Introductory Material, Parenthetical Expressions)
• Practice 2

Exercise 1 Using Commas After Introductory Material. Each of the following sentences needs
a comma to set off introductory material. Write the introductory word or words, the comma, and the
word following the comma.

EXAMPLE: To get a better view Fran climbed to the top of the hill.
To get a better view, Fran

1. For better or for worse we were committed to the task.

2. If you are easily frightened don’t see that movie.

3. Gripping the man’s cuff in his jaws the bulldog braced his legs and pulled.

4. Yes these plastic treads should make the stairs safer.

5. To calm the jittery horse Irene stroked its neck and spoke quietly.

6. Please isn’t there any way you could make an exception?

7. Remember no one is admitted beyond this point.

8. With dry clothing and warm food the climbers soon recovered.

9. After the brief intermission we returned to our seats.

10. Marsha and Bill will you please stop arguing?

Exercise 2 Using Commas with Parenthetical Expressions. Add commas as needed to set off
the parenthetical expressions in each of the following sentences.

1. Check the yellow pages of the telephone directory Melissa.

2. Charles we believe is the right man for the job.

3. Audrey’s hair is black not red.

4. We assumed nevertheless that you would still come to the party.

5. This kitten however believes your hen is its mother.

6. If you bring in the painting Mr. Curtis we can help you choose a frame.

7. Beth’s grades therefore need improvement.

8. Hurry up Armando or we’ll miss our bus.

9. Their younger son not the older showed an interest in the family business.

10. Everyone is eagerly anticipating the holiday of course.
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26.2 Commas That Set Off Added Elements
(Nonessential Expressions) • Practice 1

Commas with Nonessential Expressions Use commas to set off nonessential expressions. These
expressions are additional phrases or clauses that can be left out. Expressions that are essential cannot be
left out without changing the meaning of the sentence.

ESSENTIAL AND NONESSENTIAL EXPRESSIONS

Essential: The Hollywood star Clark Gable appeared in this film.
Nonessential: Clark Gable, the Hollywood star, appeared in this film.
Essential: The old man smiling broadly is my grandfather.
Nonessential: The old man, smiling broadly, took the little boy in his arms.
Essential: I am looking for a beautiful gift that is inexpensive.
Nonessential: I bought this beautiful gift, which was inexpensive, at the local boutique.

Exercise 1 Using Commas with Nonessential Expressions. Add commas to set off
nonessential expressions. Not every sentence contains a nonessential expression.

EXAMPLE: That house which was built in 1802 belonged to the first mayor of our town.
That house, which was built in 1802, belonged to the first mayor of our town.

1. Ernest Hemingway the famous author wrote The Old Man and the Sea.

2. The two soldiers hastening to join their battalion were unaware that the enemy followed them.

3. The table that you gave your brother must have been difficult to build.

4. Captain Wilson standing on the deck of his ship, looked out toward the horizon.

5. My sister staring absentmindedly out the window didn’t hear me speak to her.

6. The harvest moon which shone brightly that evening illuminated the entire countryside.

7. Jimmy Carter the former president was also governor of Georgia.

8. We are only hiring people who have computer skills.

9. Karl who is graduating this year has been a tremendous asset to the school.

10. The play that we are planning to see has received very favorable reviews.

Exercise 2 Writing Essential and Nonessential Expressions. Complete each sentence with an
appropriate expression. Set off the nonessential expressions with commas.

EXAMPLE: The dog, a Labrador retriever, was very friendly.

1. The British soldiers began to fire on the enemy.

2. This coat is extremely warm.

3. Willa Cather wrote My Antonia.

4. The Romans were great builders.

5. The song is very popular in England.

6. The binoculars are excellent for birdwatching.

7. This year we are taking our vacation at Nature Lake .

8. That cat belongs to my brother.

9. The man is our history teacher.

10. This is a painting of Paul Revere .
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26.2 Commas That Set Off Added Elements
(Nonessential Expressions) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Using Commas with Unessential Expressions. Read each of the sentences carefully
to determine whether the underlined expression is essential or nonessential. If the material is
essential, write E. If the material is nonessential, add any commas needed.

EXAMPLE: The New England poet Emily Dickinson lived a very quiet life. E

1. Our new kittens which could not find their mother meowed loudly.

2. Grandmother’s old quilt filled with soft eiderdown was a family heirloom.

3. My favorite book is a spell-binding story written by the famous author Robert Louis

Stevenson.

4. My favorite author Robert Louis Stevenson wrote Treasure Island.

5. Only a person who was a genius could have formulated this theory.

6. Albert Einstein who was a genius formulated the theory of relativity.

7. Our school newspaper published twice a month won an award.

8. The person wearing a new red coat boarded the plane.

9. Fred my younger brother has just learned to swim.

10. I would like you to meet Miss Jorgenson my new neighbor.

11. Alice Waters the owner of a famous restaurant uses only the freshest ingredients in her

recipes.

12. The hat with the red feather is the one she wore to the wedding.

13. Janice the girl who designed the posters won a prize for her art.

14. The baby resting in the nearest crib was born today.

15. Mrs. Brown’s baby the one whose eyes are open weighed eight pounds.

Exercise 2 Adding Nonessential Expressions to Sentences. Complete each sentence with an
appropriate nonessential expression. Set off the nonessential expression with commas.

EXAMPLE: The kittens were very friendly.

The kittens, which Martin kept in the garage, were very friendly.

1. Donald has been saving for a snowboard.

2. My sister wants to get another dog.

3. That airport has very modern terminals now.

4. My beach blanket is the one with blue and white stripes.

5. These shoes gave me a blister.

6. The campers gathered around the bonfire .

7. The American buffalo was hunted almost to extinction.

8. The chicken coop is in need of repairs.

9. Fresh swordfish is on the menu at that restaurant.

10. My grandmother makes her own tortillas.

11. Uncle Tobias had all his suits made by a tailor.

12. Perry and Angela watched as the tornado approached.

13. At the fair, Jake got a temporary tattoo .

14. The thermostat is set at seventy-two degrees.

15. Brett made the first touchdown of the game.
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