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Important Literary Concepts 
The Basics Other key concepts 

Imagery 
Setting 
Narration/point of view 
Characterization 
Symbol  
Figurative language 
Irony/ambiguity 

Historical context 
Social, political, economic contexts 
Ideology 
Multiple voices 
Various critical orientations 
Literary theory 
Allusion 

 
What is an analysis? 
An analysis of a literary work may discuss: 

o An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, 
evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the 
audience. 

What is a thesis statement? 
A thesis statement is the brain of your essay. It guides the argument you are making about 
the text. A good thesis will include: 

o Author, title, genre of text 
o Occasion that causes you to write, usually stated as a subordinate clause 
o Theme of text – universal message about life that the text reveals. This should NOT 

be stated as a moral lesson. 
Ex. While many young people interpret The Little Mermaid as a fairytale of sacrifice 
and fulfillment, in reality, Hans Christian Anderson conveys the message that 
making sacrifices for love only leads to pain and suffering. 

How do I support my thesis statement? 
You will need to include at least three pieces of evidence to support your theme. The 
evidence will most likely come in the form of literary concepts (e.g. symbols). This is your 
“Projected organization.” 
 Ex. Anderson conveys th is theme through Arie l ’s naïve 
character izat ion, the symbol ism of Ar ie l ’s gambled voice, and the symbol ic 
reformation of Ar ie l ’s body into sea foam in the or ig inal text. 

• Examples from the text: 
o Direct quotations 
o Summaries of scenes 
o Paraphrase 

• Other critics’ opinions 
• Historical and social context 
• Always remember to read carefully and make note of useful passages and quotes 

Requirements (see rubr ic for fu l l  expectat ions):  
1. At least two pages in length – double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, 1-

inch margins. 
2. At least s ix quotes, paraphrases, or detai ls supporting your argument from 

the short story 
3. An argument about a text’s meaning, not a summary of events. 


