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Physical Science—Syllabus—Spring 2018 

 

Instructor: Joel B. Stone       Office Hours: MTWR 9:00-10:00 am  

Email: jstone@tmpsantafe.org     TMP Office Phone: 505.428.7320 

Phone: 505.920.0960       TMP Attendance Phone: 505.428.7326 

 

Course Description:  In this course, students will be introduced to the fundamentals of two primary disciplines 

of physical science—physics and chemistry. Through hands-on activities, students will explore scientific 

concepts and apply them in group projects. Some key concepts in chemistry that will be explored during the 

second semester of the course involve understanding the structure and properties of matter, the characteristics of 

energy, and the interactions between matter and energy. The study of chemistry also includes the examination 

of the composition, properties, and reactions of substances; the behaviors of solids, liquids, and gases; chemical 

names, formulas, and equations; and acid-base and oxidation-reduction reactions. 

Course Objectives: The objective of the course is to introduce the student to fundamental concepts in physics 

and chemistry and to develop problem solving skills and confidence in mathematics. Students will understand 

the processes of scientific investigations and use inquiry and scientific ways of observing, experimenting, 

predicting, and validating to think critically. 

 

Course Textbook (Provided): Eisenkraft, A. and Freebury, G. (2005). Active Physical Science. It’s About 

Time, Herff Jones Education Division. Armonk, NY. ISBN #1-58591-313-8 

 

Course Materials: A scientific calculator is required for this course. Smart phone apps are not permitted. 

 

General Course Policies: 

1. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for that assignment.  

2. Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Be sure to complete each assignment before the start of 

class and be ready to turn it in when you get to class. 

3. Late Work: In order to better prepare our graduates for the strict deadlines and realities of college and 

work, TMP has adopted a policy that teachers will not accept any assignment for full credit after the due 

date. An assignment turned in by 4 pm the next calendar day after it is due will drop one full grade.  

Assignments turned in after 4 pm that next calendar day will receive a grade of zero. Being absent does 

not relieve a student of the responsibility to check the website and email in an assignment that is due, or 

to correspond with the teacher about an extension. 

4. Excessive absence is recognized as the major contributing factor to poor performance in school. If you 

are absent from a class, it is your responsibility to get caught up. Make arrangements with me so that I 

can help you with what was missed. You can always stay up to date with assignments and materials on 

the TMP class website. 

5. Excused Absences: When a student misses class because of illness or any other excused absence, 

assignments that were due the day the student was absent are due the day the student returns, not the 

next time that the class meets. Tests must be made up during free time on the day of return. If there is a 

protracted illness, the student or parent needs to contact each teacher to set a date for assignments to be 

due. If an absence is unexcused the work due the day of the absence will be counted late.  

6. Revision of Work: Students who turn assignments in on time are allowed to revise them based on the 

teacher feedback. Papers and projects turned in must meet all minimum requirements of the assignment 

rubric. If an assignment does not meet the minimum standards of the rubric, it is considered unfinished 
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work and must be completed by the student in order to be graded. If this leads to the assignment being 

late, the student will forego the opportunity to revise it. Students are allowed three days from the day an 

assignment is returned to revise an assignment and turn it in for a higher grade. We believe that there is 

more value in revision than in throwing away a paper that is unsatisfactory. Assignments that are turned 

in after the due date are not allowed to be revised. 

7. Class begins promptly at the scheduled time. Tardiness to class is disruptive to the learning process and 

does not reflect excellence in academics. Any student arriving after the course scheduled start time is 

considered tardy. Tardies will be tracked in each class. Initially, excessive tardiness will be handled by 

the Community Life Council. Any student arriving late to class by 10 minutes or more must get a note 

from the office explaining the reason for lateness. On the fourth instance of being tardy by 10 minutes or 

more, the student will be considered chronically tardy.  

8. Laptops/tablets are not to be used in the classroom without instructor approval. 

9. Cellphone use is strictly prohibited. They should be silenced and put away during the entire class. 

10. Food and drink are not allowed in class or lab. 

11. Please raise your hand before speaking as courtesy to allow for the efficient exchange of ideas. 

12. Teachers will measure “engagement” in classes by observing student behaviors including: 

a. Showing up on Time (in seat with needed materials and ready to go)                                                      

b. Being prepared (has pen/pencil, needed materials, homework completed)                                                

c. Actively on Task (cell phone put away, staying in class, contacting teacher if absent)               

d. Appropriate Attitude (willingness to engage, supportive of others)                                                

13. I am always here to help. If you find yourself falling behind or are unsure about a topic, please come 

meet with me. We only succeed if we work together. 

14. Please refer to the TMP Community Handbook for further description of school policies and procedures.  

Course Grading:  
A+(97-100)=4.0; A(93-96)=4.0; A-(90-92)=3.7 

B+(87-89)=3.3; B(83-86)=3.0; B-(80-82)=2.7 

C+(77-79)=2.3; C(73-76)=2.0; C-(70-72)=1.7 

D+(67-69)=1.3; D(65-66)=1.0; F(below 65)=0.0 

  

Your final grade will be determined upon the achieved percentages of the following criteria: 

Classwork/Labs/Projects - 30%  Tests/Quizzes - 30%       

Homework - 25%     Engagement - 15% 

 

Please sign below to acknowledge you have read and understand this syllabus.  Returning this signed 

syllabus is a graded homework assignment. 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Student Name      Student Signature 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name    Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Email(s)    Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s) 


