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Course overview 
 
This course is designed to improve your skills in reading, writing, speaking, and vocabulary. The 

literature will align with world history, so we will travel to all continents, reading across genres. 

In order to succeed in this class, you must: 

● Attend class regularly 

○ Be on time 

○ Bring materials (binder, paper, 

writing implements, readings) 

● Do assigned reading 

○ Weekly reading assignments are 

noted on class calendar 

○ Read carefully- take notes and 

write questions 

● Complete assignments 

○ Weekly writing 

○ Socratic Seminars / Pop-Up 

debates 

○ Weekly research reports 

○ Reading, grammar and 

vocabulary quizzes 

● Participate 

○ Listen to others 

○ Acknowledge and respect other 

viewpoints 

○ Speak during discussion, but give 

others opportunity to speak too 

● Grading: 

○ Reading: 20% 

○ Writing: 25% 

○ Speaking/Listening: 20% 

○ Vocabulary/Grammar: 20% 

○ Engagement: 15% 

● Materials: 

○ Lined loose-leaf notebook paper 

(college ruled) (x1) 

○ White out (x1) 

○ Pens, pencils, highlighters 

○ Composition notebook (x1) 

○ 3-ring binder (x1) 

○ Dividers (with folders) (x5) 

○ Tissue box (x1) 
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*Please note: Readings and assignments are subject to change. 

 

 

 

REVISION OF WORK We believe that there is more value in revision than in throwing away a paper that can 
be improved. Based on teacher feedback, students are therefore allowed three days in which to revise and 
resubmit for a higher grade. This revision privilege will not apply to projects that are turned in late, and all 
completed papers must meet the minimum requirements of the assignment. 

LATE WORK In order to better prepare our graduates for the strict deadlines and realities of college and 
work, TMP has adopted a policy that TMP teachers will not accept any assignment for full credit after the 
due date. An assignment turned in by 4PM the next calendar day after it is due will drop one full grade. 
After the next calendar day, the grade is a zero. Being absent does not relieve a student of the 
responsibility either to submit an assignment via email or to request an extension. 

School Activities: School trips and events and service learning activities are an integral part of the TMP 
experience, and they are usually planned at least one week in advance. If an assignment is due the day 
that a student will be gone for a field trip, event or mentorship activity, the student must turn in the 
assigned work before the end of the day he/she will miss. In the case of an extended field trip of more than 
one day, individual arrangements must be made with teachers: the student is responsible for inquiring 
about and turning in on time any homework that is assigned on the day that is missed. “I don’t have my 
homework because I was on a field trip when you assigned it” is not a legitimate excuse. 

Tardiness is disruptive to the learning process and does not reflect excellence. Any student late up to 10 
minutes is considered tardy. Tardies will be tracked in each class. Initially, excessive tardiness will be 
handled by the Community Life Council. If this is not an effective deterrent and grades suffer, academic 
detention will be put in place to support the student. Excessive tardiness will also be considered early 
intervention. 

Make-up work/excused absences: For class assignments that were due the day of the absence, the 
make-up work is due the day that the student returns, not the next time that the class meets. Tests must 
be made up during free time on the day of return. Each student will have a syllabus and may also look at 
the course web page on the TMP website for information. If a protracted illness makes this difficult, the 
student should contact each teacher to set a date for assignments to be due. Students may call, text or 
email teachers for help or to ask questions. 

Make-up work/unexcused absences: Students who miss a class without being excused may turn in their 
work, but may receive a penalty as determined by the teacher. Should this happen frequently, the student 
will be called for a meeting with TMP staff and the student’s parents. 

It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of homework assignments and to make arrangements with 
each teacher for any work owed. Work not turned in will adversely affect the student’s grade. Any student 
missing more than six sessions of a particular class, even for excused absences, risks academic penalties. 

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is a fundamental principle that is important to the college. 
Students are responsible for ensuring they are honest in their academic pursuits. Academic dishonesty 
means any behavior that misrepresents or falsifies the student’s knowledge, skills or ability with the goal of 
unjustified or illegitimate evaluation or gain and includes cheating, plagiarism and falsification of records. 

Cheating: Cheating includes using or attempting to use unauthorized materials such as notes, texts, 
visuals, electronic devices, copies of test materials and presenting the work of others to misrepresent the 
student’s knowledge, skills or ability. Unauthorized collaboration also constitutes cheating. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional representation of another’s work as one’s own, 
without proper acknowledgement of the original author or creator of the work. 

Food and drink: no meals in class; certain snacks will be permitted. Sodas, energy drinks and other drinks 
with high sugar contents are discouraged. 



*Please note: Readings and assignments are subject to change. 

 

 

 

Unit 1: Heroes 
Readings: The Power of Myth 
Literary Focus: Symbolism and allegory, developing research questions, evaluating sources, using 
primary and secondary sources, MLA formatting. 

Assignments: Research Paper/multimedia project: The Person in the Picture is…, weekly journals, 
weekly grammar/vocabulary quizzes 

Skills: Grammar-Parts of Speech Review; Writing- writing process, outlines, revisions, audience 

Unit 2: Ghosts 
Readings: My Life in the Bush of Ghosts, The Woman Warrior 
Literary Focus: Analyzing narrator and voice, Analyzing character, plot, setting, theme; 
synthesizing sources: main ideas and supporting evidence, biographical approaches 

Assignments:, synthesis essay, personal essay, weekly journals, weekly global perspectives 
research, weekly grammar/vocabulary quizzes 

Skills: Grammar-Phrases, Clauses, Sentence Problems (fragments, run-ons, misplaced modifiers); 
Writing-paragraph unity and cohesion, transitions, paraphrasing, summarizing 

Unit 3: Passages 
Readings: Passages, world poetry 
Literary Focus: comparing themes, evaluating style, analyzing irony and ambiguity, symbolism, 
allegory, historical approaches, evaluating structure and tone, balancing viewpoints, analyzing 
poetry 

Assignments: analytical essay, short story, weekly journals, bimonthly debates, bimonthly 
grammar/vocabulary quizzes 

Skills: Grammar-, Agreement, punctuation; Writing-precise language, sensory details, action verbs, 
modifiers, creative fiction, literary analysis, using precise language; reading: short stories, poetry. 

Unit 4: Perceptions 
Readings: Maus, Persepolis 
Literary Focus:, balancing viewpoints, biographical and historical approaches, analyzing drama 
and film (Persepolis), character development, logical fallacies and persuasive strategies 

Assignments: persuasive essay, zine, Weekly journals, bimonthly debates, bimonthly 
grammar/vocabulary quizzes 

Skills: Grammar-syntax, sentence structure, review ; Writing- publishing and design, visuals, type 


