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20.1 Prepositional Phrases • Practice 1

Prepositional Phrases That Act as Adjectives A phrase is a group of words, without a subject and
verb, that functions in a sentence as a single part of speech. An adjective phrase is a prepositional phrase
that modifies a noun or pronoun.

ADJECTIVE PHRASES

The car with the blue top is my father's (Which car?) 

I rented the room in the attic. (Which room?) 

Prepositional Phrases That Act as Adverbs An adverb phrase is a prepositional phrase that
modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb by pointing out where, when, in what manner, or to what extent.

ADVERB PHRASES

At dawn we drove across the state. (Drive when? Drove where?)  

They are pleased at my victory. (Please in what manner?) 

Exercise 1 Identifying Adjective Phrases. Underline each adjective phrase in the sentences
below and circle the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: I bought a lamplamp with a red shade.

1. I ordered a pancake with maple syrup.

2. A book without any illustration may be very interesting.

3. This is the new road to the state park.

4. The sound of the rain on the roof is very loud.

5. Mimi just read a book about Winston Churchill.

6. The winter coat in the closet no longer fits.

7. An investigator uncovered a file of important papers.

8. Strawberries with cream is grandmother’s favorite.

9. When did the car in the driveway arrive?

10. I just lost my list of errands.

Exercise 2 Identifying Adverb Phrases. Underline each adverb phrase and circle the word it
modifies.

EXAMPLE: In the breadbox you will findwill find three rolls.

1. The heavy snow stopped in the late morning.

2. The teacher was disturbed at Bob’s attitude.

3. Without their help we could never have finished the job.

4. The entire trial was completed in two weeks.

5. My parents left for their vacation a week later.

6. At two the post office reopened for business.

7. Foolishly, the fullback charged into Southside’s huge line.

8. In a year a new bridge was built.

9. Yes, I certainly am ready for a good lunch.

10. Our basketball team practiced late into the night.
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20.1 Participles in Phrases (Participles, Verb or
Participle?) • Practice 1

Participles A participle is a form of a verb that acts as an adjective. There are two kinds of participles:
present participles and past participles.

Present Participles Past Participles

I can repair the broken watch.A smiling pupil received an award.

Jogging, he reached a park. Finished, we left for home.

Verb or Participle? Verb phrases and participles are sometimes confused. When a participle comes
after a helping verb it is part of a verb phrase. A participle used as an adjective stands by itself and
modifies a noun or pronoun.

Verb Phrases Participles

A child was crying. I heard a crying child. 

Bill has been elected. Bill is our elected captain. 

Exercise 1 Identifying Present and Past Participles. Underline the participle in each sentence
below. If it is a present participle, write present; if it is a past participle, write past.

EXAMPLE: The waiting bus suddenly left. present

1. Can you find a new reading exercise?

2. Mrs. Jones is a paid volunteer.

3. Laughing, the boys raced across the court.

4. We all agree that this is a growing problem.

5. Who is our chosen representative?

Exercise 2 Distinguishing Between Verbs and Participles. Identify each of the underlined
words as either a verb or participle. If the word is a participle, circle the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Yes, this is a growing problemproblem . participle

1. My uncle has been taken to the hospital.

2. The director decided to join the planning board.

3. Digging, she found a large metal trunk.

4. The scrubbed child looked strangely pale.

5. We are going to the concert this weekend.

6. The reference book was opened to the final chapter.

7. She made a highly praised speech.

8. Lewis was carefully pouring oil into the saucepan.

9. Bob, a good athlete, has been training daily.

10. Have you completed the assignment yet?
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20.1 Appositives in Phrases • Practice 1

Appositives An appositive is a noun or pronoun placed next to another noun or pronoun to identify,
rename, or explain it.

APPOSITIVES

Ron Burns, a dentist, was elected to the City Council

Ellen wants this pin, a cameo. 

Appositive Phrases An appositive phrase is an appositive with modifiers. It stands next to a noun or
pronoun and adds information or details. Appositives and appositive phrases can also be compound.

APPOSITIVE PHRASES

This rug, an imported Chinese masterpiece, is very expensive. 

I admire my cousin Sue, a highly talented artist. 

Exercise 1 Identifying Appositives and Appositive Phrases. Underline each appositive or
appositive phrase and circle the word it renames.

EXAMPLE: I spoke to Mr. HartmannMr. Hartmann , the principal.

1. His favorite team, the Boston Celtics, always seems to win.

2. Sally’s essay, a paper on the environment, needs some more work.

3. Your recipe, a favorite of your uncle’s, is too rich.

4. I carefully examined the used car, a Plymouth.

5. She reported on the Gilbert Islands, a group of atolls in the Pacific.

6. Mozart, a musical genius, only lived to be thirty-six.

7. We all praised the letter, a magnificent piece of work.

8. Grace Willis, a graphic artist, will lecture to our class.

9. Citizen Kane, an early film by Orson Welles, has become a legend.

10. Marie chose her graduation presents, a pearl necklace and a gold watch.

Exercise 2 Using Appositives and Appositive Phrases in Sentences. Add an appositive or an
appositive phrase in the space provided in each sentence.

EXAMPLE: I spoke to Dr. Brown, a famous surgeon.

1. I think I know Keith,

2. This novel, , is well written.

3. She will order her favorite dessert, .

4. Washington, D.C., , has many hotels.

5. My father, , has always been helpful.
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20.1 Gerunds in Phrases • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Identifying Gerunds. Each of the following sentences contains one gerund.
Underline the gerund in each sentence. Then write whether it is used as a subject, direct object,

predicate noun, or object of a preposition.

EXAMPLE: Dancing is her favorite pastime. subject

1. Walking is excellent exercise.

2. My little sister observes my birthday by phoning.

3. This plant needs pruning.

4. Love is caring, and I always try to show I care.

5. Speeding led to the loss of her driver’s license.

6. Our goal has always been winning.

7. Don’t you ever get tired of studying?

8. Exercising is one way to burn up calories.

9. After several months Frank’s grandmother stopped writing.

10. The team finished practicing at five o’clock.

Exercise 2 Identifying Gerund Phrases. Underline each gerund phrase. Then write whether
the gerund phrase is used as a subject, direct object, predicate noun, or object of a preposition.

EXAMPLE: His favorite pastime was writing limericks. predicate noun

1. Drinking large amounts of water can help clear the kidneys.
2. His favorite hobby is raising guppies.

3. A loud knocking interrupted their dinner.

4. Nothing can be gained by choosing sides.

5. He enjoys composing all sorts of music.

6. The secretary kept perfect records by writing the dates of each event.

7. Insulating older homes helps conserve energy.

8. Tourists at the Acropolis are warned against taking stones for souvenirs.

9. Traveling by air is the fastest way to get there.

10. My plans for vacation include redecorating my room.

Writing Application Writing Sentences With Gerund Phrases. Use each of the gerund
phrases in an original sentence according to the instructions in parentheses.

EXAMPLE: singing in the shower (as a subject)
Singing in the shower was her vocal exercise.

1. driving too fast (as the object of a preposition)

2. exercising in the morning (as a subject)

3. collecting stamps and coins (as a direct object)

4. cleaning her room thoroughly (as the object of a preposition)

5. raising animals (as a subject)
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20.1 Infinitives in Phrases • Practice 1

Three Uses of Infinitives An infinitive is the form of a verb that comes after the word to and acts as a
noun, adjective, or adverb.

INFINITIVES

I want to succeed. (Used as a noun, the direct object)

The man to see is Dr. Chu. (Used as an adjective) 

She is happy to go. (Used as an adverb) 

Infinitive Phrases An infinitive phrase is an infinitive with modifiers or a complement, all working as a
single part of speech.

INFINITIVE PHRASES

I want to succeed in high school. (Used as a noun, the direct object)

The man to see today is Dr. Chu. (Used as an adjective) 

She is happy to go with us. (Used as an adverb) 

Exercise 1 Recognizing Infinitives and Infinitive Phrases. Underline the infinitive or infinitive
phrase in each sentence. In the space provided, tell whether it is used as a noun, adjective, or adverb.

EXAMPLE: To win is not that important. noun

1. Louise decided to go tomorrow.

2. Her desire to act is very strong.

3. This new novel is easy to read.

4. To reach the high school is not that simple.

5. We expect to drive to Baltimore.

6. They are too lazy to walk to school.

7. The place to visit is the Library of Congress.

8. Her idea of breakfast is to have a cup of coffee.

9. To reach that number is not possible on this phone.

10. He had no choice except to go.

Exercise 2 Using Infinitives and Infinitive Phrases in Sentences. Write original sentences that
use the infinitive or infinitive phrases below.

EXAMPLE: to wait for friends
I have to wait for friends.

1. to buy a backpack

2. to talk endlessly

3. to practice

4. to listen carefully

5. to open a window
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