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16.2 Adverbs as Modifiers (Modifying Verbs)
• Practice 1

Adverbs Modifying Verbs Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. An adverb modifying a
verb will answer one of four questions about the verb: Where? When? In what manner? or To what extent?

ADVERBS MODIFYING VERBS

Where? When?
jogged here arrive tonight
signaled left will speak soon

In What Manner? To What Extent?
smiled happily hardly know
willingly gave explained completely

Exercise 1 Recognizing Adverbs That Modify Verbs. Underline the adverb in each sentence.
In the space provided, indicate which question the adverb answers: where? when? in what manner? or
to what extent?

EXAMPLE: They nearly had an accident. to what extent?

1. I arrive early at school on Fridays.

2. To reach the mall, turn left at the light.

3. Everyone reacted sadly to the news.

4. My brother will be going away to college.

5. Do you thoroughly understand your task?

6. Bring all the reference books here.

7. I opened the door to the barn cautiously.

8. Nina is barely acquainted with them.

9. I will drive tomorrow at the festival.

10. The train suddenly jolted to a halt.

Exercise 2 Writing Original Sentences with Adverbs. Use each adverb below in an original
sentence. Make certain that the adverb modifies the verb.

EXAMPLE: nearly My grandmother nearly slipped on the ice.

1. quickly

2. here

3. completely

4. soon

5. away

6. easily

7. tomorrow

8. almost

9. quietly

10. hardly
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16.2 Adverbs as Modifiers (Modifying Verbs)
• Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Adverbs That Modify Verbs. Find the adverb in each sentence and
write it in the appropriate column.

EXAMPLE: The dog slept quietly by the stove.
Where? When? In What Manner? To What Extent?

quietly

1. The bus traveled rapidly into the night.

2. Does he fully understand what is expected?

3. She immediately described the accident to a police officer.

4. The guests arrived late but found nobody at home.

5. Silently, the detective climbed the stairs to the attic.

6. Bud has almost finished his model.

7. Do you expect to move away from Albuquerque?

8. He is always creating problems.

9. The shopping center has nearly been completed.

10. My sister quickly cleaned the cage.

Where? When? In What Manner? To What Extent?

Exercise 2 Using Adverbs in Sentences. Use each adverb below in a sentence, making certain
that the adverb modifies a verb. Then circle the verb that the adverb modifies.

EXAMPLE: slowly
The roast cookedcooked slowly in the oven.

1. patiently

2. there

3. yesterday

4. completely

5. eagerly

6. nearly

7. courageously

8. closer

9. now

10. immediately
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16.2 Adverbs as Modifiers (Modifying Adjectives and
Other Adverbs) • Practice 1

Adverbs Modifying Adjectives An adverb modifying an adjective answers the question To what
extent?

ADVERBS MODIFYING ADJECTIVES

often ready extremely helpful
too late scarcely prepared

Adverbs Modifying Other Adverbs An adverb modifying another adverb also answers the question
To what extent?

ADVERBS MODIFYING ADVERBS

moves quite rapidly visits less regularly
drives more carefully speaks very slowly

Exercise 1 Recognizing the Words Adverbs Modify. On the blank at the right, write whether
each underlined adverb modifies an adjective or another adverb.

EXAMPLE: Her coat appears rather short. adjective

1. Bob should learn to speak more clearly.

2. The senator was nearly late for his meeting.

3. The patient’s reactions seem rather slow.

4. Her explanation is perfectly correct.

5. The doctor arrived very quickly at the scene of the accident.

6. Yes, I am somewhat embarrassed at his actions.

7. My best friend is often absent from school.

8. For my taste she plays too rapidly.

9. We receive a new shipment almost weekly.

10. At her audition Carrie seemed slightly upset.

Exercise 2 Adding Adverbs to Sentences. Fill in the blank in each sentence with an adverb
that answers the question To what extent? Circle the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: This road is often deserteddeserted at night.

1. Richard seemed disturbed at the news.

2. early in her speech, she began to stumble.

3. My older sister swims rapidly.

4. The federal agents approached the building cautiously.

5. John played his clarinet well.

6. After the trip my grandmother looked tired.

7. Response time to fires is now more rapid.

8. Finally, the family is ready to go.

9. Tom plays shortstop awkwardly.

10. This salesman is late for appointments.
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16.2 Adverbs as Modifiers (Modifying Adjectives and
Other Adverbs) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Adverbs That Modify Adjectives. Underline the adverb in each
sentence. Then circle the adjective it modifies.

EXAMPLE: She was very happyhappy with the results.

1. We examined an almost new tape recorder.

2. He was somewhat unwilling to answer our questions.

3. Sue was very glad to accept his invitation.

4. These baked potatoes are especially good.

5. He made the whipped cream too sweet.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Adverbs That Modify Other Adverbs. In each sentence, find an
adverb that modifies another adverb by answering the question To what extent? Underline this adverb
and circle the adverb it modifies.

EXAMPLE: The movers arrived too earlyearly in the day.

1. She worked too slowly to finish in time.

2. After his experience, he climbed trees rather cautiously.

3. The train should pull into the station quite soon.

4. After living for years in Japan, the child had almost totally forgotten how to speak English.

5. The vase was almost completely uncracked.

6. Do you think you can talk less rapidly?

7. My best friend has moved far away.

8. Although he lost, the knight fought very bravely.

9. He has been told that he speaks Spanish extremely well.

10. She was only slightly tired after the long race.

Writing Application Writing Sentences With Adverbs. Write five sentences using an
adverb that fits each description below. Underline the adverb and draw an arrow from it to the word it
modifies.

EXAMPLE: an adverb that modifies a verb and answers the question To what extent?

The driver of the car narrowly avoided an accident. 

1. an adverb that modifies a verb and answers the question Where?

2. an adverb that modifies a verb and answers the question When?

3. an adverb that modifies a verb and answers the question In what manner?

4. an adverb that modifies an adjective

5. an adverb modifying another adverb
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16.2 Adverbs Used in Sentences • Practice 1

Finding Adverbs in Sentences Adverbs can be located in almost any part of a sentence: at the
beginning or end of a sentence; before, after, or between the parts of a verb; before an adjective; and before
another adverb.

FINDING ADVERBS

Suddenly, they appeared. My cousin smiled happily.
I am not surprised. She is rather tall.

Adverb or Adjective? Some words can be either adverbs or adjectives. Remember that an adverb
modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. An adjective modifies a noun or a pronoun.

Adverbs Adjectives

Our team plays hard. We also use a hard ball.
She exercises daily. We have a daily drill.

Exercise 1 Finding Adverbs in Sentences. Locate the adverbs in these sentences. Underline
the adverbs and circle the words they modify.

EXAMPLE: At the debate you must speakmust speak clearly.

1. Surprisingly, I finished my homework in a hour.

2. I have often wondered about her past.

3. We have changed our minds completely.

4. Our new math teacher is extremely pleasant.

5. The gymnast performed all her tasks smoothly.

6. Unfortunately, the bad weather prevented the picnic.

7. On Saturdays, Bill and Phil thoroughly clean their apartment.

8. Gloria has not forgotten the insult.

9. My dance teacher always agrees to perform for us.

10. After a little work, the engine purred smoothly.

Exercise 2 Distinguishing Between Adjectives and Adverbs. In the space provided, write
whether the underlined word is an adjective or an adverb.

EXAMPLE: We have a weekly conference. adjective

1. On the day of the fair Sandy awoke early.

2. My sister has always been a fast eater.

3. I have an uncle who sings beautifully.

4. We bought Mom a lovely present for her birthday.

5. Our insurance salesmen works late twice a week.

6. Make certain to give the squad leader an early signal.

7. Our Spanish teacher speaks too fast.

8. For breakfast I usually eat a hard roll.

9. My friend lives close to the racetrack.

10. Sam had an extremely close call this morning.
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16.2 Adverbs Used in Sentences • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Locating Adverbs in Sentences. Each of the following sentences contains one or
two adverbs. Underline the adverbs. Then draw arrows from the adverbs to the words they modify.

EXAMPLE: The poet has happily inserted the perfect word. 

1. She tearfully told us about the accident.

2. Suddenly the whistle sounded, and the train slowly left.

3. Bobby has almost finished his piano practice.

4. He has never asked for help.

5. My mother moved the couch slowly to the left.

Exercise 2 Distinguishing Between Adverbs and Adjectives. In the blank indicate whether
the underlined word in each of the following sentences is an adverb or an adjective.

1. My grandfather was a kindly man who always helped his grandchildren.

2. Aunt Millie drives regularly to Los Angeles to shop.

3. I always work hard on my class reports.

4. Mother had a hard time reaching the doctor.

5. The senator bitterly criticized his opponents.

6. My science teacher is an unusually friendly person.

7. Does the early bird catch the worm?

8. I jog daily.

9. Taking a coffee break is a daily practice in our company.

10. Has the engine been running smoothly?

Writing Application Writing Sentences With Adverbs. Write five sentences of your own
using the adverbs in the following list. After writing each sentence, draw an arrow pointing from the
adverb to the word or words that the adverb modifies.

EXAMPLE: not

  She has not given us her answer.   

1. slowly

2. amazingly

3. never

4. soon

5. almost
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