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16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Adjectives With Nouns
and Pronouns) • Practice 1

Adjectives With Nouns and Pronouns An adjective is used to describe a noun or pronoun.
Adjectives answer the questions What kind? Which one? How many? or How much? about the nouns or
pronouns they modify.

ADJECTIVE QUESTIONS

What Kind? white fence unhappy child
Which One? this photo each one
How Many? two snacks many others
How Much? enough time more pizza

Exercise 1 Recognizing Adjectives and the Words They Modify. In the sentences below
underline each adjective, and circle the noun or pronoun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: A hungry lionlion stalked the frightened animalsanimals .

1. Laura bought a blue blouse with white lace trimmings.

2. Several athletes complained about the old stadium.

3. The writer, tall and impressive, entered the auditorium.

4. Each one in the class will develop an original project.

5. I made three attempts to reach the local representative.

6. A gracious hostess greeted us at the flower show.

7. The branches, dry and peeling, showed the effects of the drought.

8. We packed the fragile glassware in a reinforced container.

9. The investigator hopes to get some answers from the lone witness.

10. The decorator suggested using three large paintings to cover the bare wall.

Exercise 2 Using Adjectives in Sentences. Complete the sentences below by filling in an
appropriate adjective in each blank space.

EXAMPLE: My foreign car is equipped with radial tires.

1. A teacher scolded the student.

2. My mother just bought a suit.

3. Maxwell Elementary School, and , will soon be closed.

4. A visitors waited to see the prime minister.

5. The front of the house is painted and .

6. This edition of the book is .

7. Do you have time to pay for the bike?

8. police cars followed the van.

9. one is by far the version.

10. A , crowd greeted the hero.
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16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Adjectives With Nouns
and Pronouns) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Adjectives and the Words They Modify. In each of the following
sentences, draw an arrow pointing from each underlined adjective to the noun or pronoun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: His sharp, witty remark was hardly appropriate. 

1. The many rings of Saturn glowed in the blurry photograph.

2. The tired old man stumbled down the road.

3. Several books have been written about the last days of Roman power.

4. Willie Mays leaped for the high fly ball and made a brilliant catch.

5. Her third attempt was good, but on her fourth and final try, she broke a ten-year-old record.

6. The house, dreary and uninviting, has not been lived in for seventeen years.

7. Irving Berlin wrote many wonderful songs.

8. The feathery fins of the angel fish drifted in the clear blue water.

9. The marble statue was pale and dramatic against the dark velvet curtains.

10. The crusty little turtle crawled across the deserted parking lot.

Exercise 2 Using Adjectives in Sentences. Write a sentence for each pair of adjectives. Then
underline the two given adjectives in the sentence, and draw an arrow from each adjective to the word
it modifies.

EXAMPLE:   colorful, yellow The colorful flower garden features bright yellow marigolds.  

1. energetic, young

2. dusty, quiet

3. valuable, costly

4. sweet, juicy

5. bright, shining

24 • Grammar Exercise Workbook  Prentice-Hall, Inc.



Name Date

16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Articles, Nouns Used as
Adjectives) • Practice 1

Articles The definite article, the, refers to a specific person, place, or thing. The indefinite articles, a and
an, refer to any one of a class of people, places, or things. A is used before consonant sounds. An is used
before vowel sounds.

USING A AND AN
Consonant Sounds Vowel Sounds

a cold drink an envelope
a hammer (h sound) an honorary guest (no h sound)
a one-sided game (w sound) an oboe (o sound)
a unicorn (y sound) an unlikely event (u sound)

Nouns Used as Adjectives Nouns are sometimes used as adjectives. When a noun is used as an
adjective, it comes before another noun and answers the question What kind? or Which one?

Nouns Used as Adjectives

river river bank (What kind of bank?)
bottle bottle opener (Which opener?)

Exercise 1 Using the Indefinite Articles A and An Correctly. In the space provided, place the
article a or an.

EXAMPLE: an old person a happy audience

1. honest woman

2. compound verb

3. union meeting

4. only child

5. uneasy parent

Exercise 2 Recognizing Nouns Used as Adjectives. In each sentence below underline the
noun used as an adjective and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: This is the only food marketmarket for a while.

1. How often do you play table tennis?

2. Our village square is two blocks from here.

3. My older sister joined an exclusive supper club.

4. Speak to the organizers about making a rule change.

5. The producer was not pleased with the audience participation.

6. A new work order arrived this morning.

7. For my birthday my brother bought me a new desk lamp.

8. With this strobe light you can achieve special effects.

9. The basketball game was suddenly canceled.

10. Which radio station do you listen to the most?
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16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Articles, Nouns Used as
Adjectives) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Distinguishing Between Definite and Indefinite Articles. In the blank write the
article that will correctly complete each of the following sentences. The word in parentheses tells you
which kind of article.

EXAMPLE: What an unusual subject! (indefinite)

1. Did you see mayor yet? (definite)

2. She bought new dress and umbrella. (indefinite)

3. Our history teacher mentioned emperor. (definite)

4. old man and young woman slowly approached. (indefinite, indefinite)

5. She was given once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. (indefinite)

6. road we must take to bridge is blocked. (definite, definite)

7. He was eager to make friends because he was only child. (indefinite)

8. Read book on World War II, and then write report. (indefinite, indefinite)

9. Where did you put combination to safe? (definite, definite)

10. Some say apple a day keeps doctor away. (indefinite, definite)

11. He devoted entire first issue of the magazine to story about motorcycles.

(definite, indefinite)

12. That is interesting observation on state of our economy. (indefinite, definite)

13. exhibition was financed by wealthy woman from Mexico. (definite, indefinite)

14. For low price of one dollar, you can have taste of this incredible treat.

(definite, indefinite)

15. “I am thinking of island in the Pacific,” said Irene, planning vacation for her

parents. (indefinite, indefinite)

Exercise 2 Identifying Nouns Used as Adjectives. Each of the following sentences contains
one noun used as an adjective. Underline the modifying noun and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Fifteen baby buggiesbuggies were blocking the path.

1. They brought a long grocery list to the market.

2. Did you attend the evening performance?

3. Guitar music soothes me.

4. Have the street lights been repaired yet?

5. The local bus will take you right to the train station.

6. The art show will run for three weeks.

7. Did you read the magazine article about Aspen, Colorado?

8. The child was a mirror image of her grandmother.

9. Tina and Terrie played catch near the baseball field.

10. With the scraps of fabric, Mona made some doll clothes.
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16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Proper Adjectives,
Compound Adjectives) • Practice 1

Proper Adjectives A proper adjective is a proper noun used as adjective or an adjective formed from a
proper noun.

Proper Nouns as Proper Adjectives Proper Adjectives from Proper Nouns

Kennedy memoirs Congressional elections
Brooklyn Bridge celebration Shakespearean costumes
Chicago meeting Indian customs

Compound Adjectives A compound adjective is an adjective made up of more than one word.

Hyphenated Compound Adjectives Combined Compound Adjectives

three-piece suit newspaper reporter
full-time job schoolwide project

Exercise 1 Recognizing Proper Adjectives. Underline the proper adjective in each sentence
below and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: A Kansas tornadotornado destroyed three towns.

1. The Senate committee adjourned the hearing.

2. My uncle just recorded a Beethoven symphony.

3. Our Canadian relatives will arrive next week.

4. Did you see the last Super Bowl special?

5. My social studies report is on Victorian traditions.

6. This new restaurant features American favorites.

7. A Chicago group wants to purchase land in our area.

8. I found that Newsflash Magazine article fascinating.

9. The Russian ballet will appear in Los Angeles soon.

10. The general manager canceled the Monday meeting.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Compound Adjectives. Underline the compound adjective in each
sentence below and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Hyperactive childrenchildren sometimes need treatment.

1. Have you ever taken a multiple-choice test?

2. We invited a professional football player to visit us.

3. Our next guest will be a well-known actress.

4. When do we change to daylight-saving time?

5. My talented aunt is designing a crisscross pattern.

6. We have just formed a cleanup squad.

7. Our inept team actually scored a first-quarter touchdown.

8. I have two nearsighted brothers.

9. We have planned a life-size statue of Winston Churchill.

10. People are afraid he will be a rubber-stamp legislator.
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16.1 Adjectives as Modifiers (Proper Adjectives,
Compound Adjectives) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Proper Adjectives. Underline the proper adjective in each sentence
and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Some Victorian antiquesantiques are rather ugly.

1. My brother is studying Jacksonian democracy in his history class.

2. Indian jewelry made of silver is very popular.

3. The weather bureau predicts a February blizzard.

4. My uncle has four rolls of silver Washington quarters.

5. Reporters watch the first Presidential primaries very carefully.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Compound Adjectives. Underline the compound adjective in each
sentence and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Do you think that storystory is old-fashioned?

1. Joanne was an unusually sweet, bright-eyed baby.

2. The Parents Council planned a schoolwide festival.

3. Joe Louis was a popular heavyweight champion.

4. My mother sees well, but my father is farsighted.

5. The hit-and-run driver was later captured by the police.

6. An offside penalty cost our team five yards.

7. A four-inch steel latch protects the office safe.

8. She tells funny stories about her absent-minded friend.

9. That region of New Hampshire has several mountains with snow-covered peaks.

10. Achilles drove his spear into Hector’s bloodstained armor.

Writing Application Writing Sentences with Adjectives. Rewrite the following paragraph
adding two or more adjectives to each sentence. Use at least one noun as an adjective, one proper
adjective, and one compound adjective. Then underline the adjectives that you have added.

(1) While traveling along the coast one day, I saw a beach covered with rocks and shells. (2) Scores of
seagulls circled the beach, their cries echoing in the air. (3) Each time a gull spotted a fish under the water,
it dove toward the water and brought out a fish within its beak. (4) I found a spot among the rocks from
which to watch the battle between birds and fish. (5) On the highway behind me, trucks and cars raced by,
their drivers unaware of the events that were happening just off to their right.
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16.1 Pronouns Used as Adjectives (Possessive and
Demonstrative Adjectives) • Practice 1

Possessive Adjectives A pronoun is used as an adjective if it modifies a noun. A personal pronoun
used as a possessive adjective answers the question Which one? about a noun that follows it.

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

my his its their
your her our

Demonstrative Adjectives The four demonstrative pronouns—this, that, these, and those —can also
be used as demonstrative adjectives.

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVES

I want this one. 

She chose that car.

These apples are sour. 

Did you read those notes? 

Exercise 1 Recognizing Possessive and Demonstrative Adjectives. Underline the possessive
or demonstrative adjective in each sentence below, and circle the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: The committee chose those colorscolors .

1. Have you explained their responsibilities to them?

2. Everyone found his report terribly upsetting.

3. Unfortunately, those cartons are blocking the main entrance.

4. This short story by Pearl Buck has a surprise ending.

5. Did you speak to your grandmother last night?

6. Maureen has wanted that jacket for a long time.

7. If you are interested, I will show you my camera.

8. All of these recipes are sugar-free.

9. I really wanted to give them our opinion first.

10. I think her graphic will certainly win a prize.

Exercise 2 Using Possessive and Demonstrative Adjectives in Sentences. Fill in the blank in
each sentence below with an appropriate possessive or demonstrative adjectives.

EXAMPLE: We explained our idea to them.

1. manual explains what you have to do.

2. Later, I told them plans for the new theater.

3. Have you found glasses yet?

4. I suggest that you study charts carefully.

5. Paula described frightening experience to us.

6. You can redeem coupons in the supermarket.

7. Before they left, they paid for tickets.

8. My father asked me to send you best wishes.

9. All of cars have diesel engines.

10. explanation seems to be incorrect.
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16.1 Pronouns Used as Adjectives (Possessive and
Demonstrative Adjectives) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Identifying Possessive Adjectives. In each of the following sentences, a possessive
adjective is underlined. Write the underlined word in the first column. Then find the noun it modifies
and its antecedent and put them in the second and third columns.

EXAMPLE: Lincoln gave his life for his country.
Possessive Adjective Noun Modified Antecedent
his life Lincoln

1. Dori finished washing the dishes and then worked on her report.

2. Leaving his office, Mr. Cruz took a cab to the station.

3. Mary Louise will exhibit some of her watercolors in the village library.

4. My friends were late and could not keep their appointment.

5. Grabbing their lunches, the twins raced from the house.

6. Daniel put on his running shoes and ran around the track.

7. Testing her new key, Gilda opened the front door.

8. Donald and Tim plan to finish their report on ancient Egypt this weekend.

9. Alicia, is this your bracelet?

10. Trish said, “I hope you can come to my party.”

Possessive Adjective Noun Modified Antecedent

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Demonstrative Adjectives. Find the word this, that, these, or those in
each of the sentences and underline it. If it is used as a pronoun, write pronoun on the blank. If it is
used as an adjective, write the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: That is her decision. pronoun

1. This room is always light and airy.

2. After thinking it over, he took those.

3. Have you read that article yet?

4. These photos are among the best I’ve seen.

5. I just can’t believe that.
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16.1 Pronouns Used as Adjectives (Interrogative
and Indefinite Adjectives) • Practice 1

Interrogative Adjectives Three interrogative pronouns—which, what, and whose —can be used as
interrogative adjectives.

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

Which member of the team scored the most points?
What kind of hiking boots did you buy?
Whose composition was read aloud in class?

Indefinite Adjectives Some indefinite pronouns can also be used as indefinite adjectives. Some
indefinite adjectives can be used only with singular nouns, some only with plural nouns, and some with
both.

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVES

Used with Singular Nouns: another, each, either, neither
Used with Plural Nouns: both, few, several, many
Used with Singular or Plural Nouns: all, any, more, most, other, some

Exercise 1 Recognizing Interrogative and Indefinite Adjectives. Underline the interrogative
or indefinite adjective in each sentence below, and circle the noun it modifies. Then write whether the
pronoun is indefinite or interrogative.

EXAMPLE: Each visitorvisitor was given a souvenir. Indefinite

1. Both singers gave outstanding performances tonight.

2. Whose report did you like the best?

3. I still expect to read another book this week.

4. There are many explanations for her absence.

5. Chris suggested many ideas which could work.

6. Several doctors attended the patient.

7. Most visitors to the country fair were pleased with the exhibits.

8. Have you developed some new styles recently?

9. All indications point to a glorious victory.

10. What excuse will the principal offer the students?

Exercise 2 Using Interrogative and Indefinite Adjectives in Sentences. Fill in the blank in
each sentence below with an appropriate interrogative or indefinite adjective.

EXAMPLE: I just can’t give them other topics.

1. countries would you like to visit this summer?

2. My guess is that there are only a possibilities.

3. contestant will sing two numbers.

4. I know students who will participate.

5. Bill asked friends to go to the junior high dance.

6. movie is fine with me.

7. dictionary did she borrow?

8. explanation is better than none.

9. We waited hours for them to arrive.

10. sport will rival basketball at our school?
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16.1 Pronouns Used as Adjectives (Interrogative
and Indefinite Adjectives) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Interrogative Adjectives. Underline the word which, what, or whose

in each of the sentences. If the word is used as a pronoun, write pronoun in the blank. If it is used as
an adjective, write the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: What are you going to do? pronoun

1. Which route did he decide to take?

2. What can be done now to stop them?

3. At whose house shall we have the party?

4. What movie do you want to see this weekend?

5. Which of the routes is the fastest to your house?

Exercise 2 Recognizing Indefinite Adjectives. Underline the indefinite pronoun or adjective in
each of the following sentences. If the word is used as a pronoun, write pronoun in the blank. If it is
used as an adjective, write the noun it modifies.

EXAMPLE: Both children adored playing in the mud. children

1. Several people phoned the police after the accident.

2. Both appeared at the hotel for the contest.

3. More apples in the bushel have spoiled.

4. Few winners claimed their prizes.

5. Neither of the choices was acceptable.

6. After eating one sandwich, Albert helped himself to another.

7. Each child received a box of crayons and a coloring book.

8. The judges chose neither of the contestants from Albany.

9. Many magazines were scattered on the living room floor.

10. Most of the students attended the pep rally.

Writing Application Writing Sentences With Pronouns Used as Adjectives. Write five
sentences of your own. In each sentence use one of the following words to modify a noun. Then draw
an arrow pointing from each adjective to the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: that

Bobby will never get that role in the play. 

1. this

2. whose

3. both

4. her

5. which
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