Environmental Science Syllabus 2017-2018

Instructor:  Beth Roop
Email:  broop@tmpsantafe.org						
Cell: 404-576-5576 (text please)
TMP Office:  505-428-7320

COURSE REVIEW - Environmental Science is a two-semester dual-credit course in environmental studies.  The course is interdisciplinary, using many aspects of biology, chemistry, physics, geology, sociology, political science, ethics and economics.  The class stresses that a balanced system is sustainable, and that an imbalanced system collapses.  A sustainable community can satisfy its needs without diminishing the chances of future generations to thrive.  This balance can be seen in nature and is important in understanding and preserving the complex systems and cycles that work on the Earth.  Students will understand that everything in nature in connected and realize how the choices they make everyday impact the world around them.  
PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY - Never before has an understanding of the environment been more important.  It is only through education that the future leaders, voters, parents and citizens understand the impact that the human race has on this planet.    My hope is to instill within each student a sense of stewardship for the environment and to show that one person can make a difference.  The future depends on educating students so they will make wise choices and be able to meet the challenges that we will face as we develop and maintain sustainable systems on Earth.  
TEACHING STRATEGIES - The course will primarily consist of case-based approaches, technology, inquiry and evidence-based decision-making.  It is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) inquiry course with project-based learning, lecture, discussion, art, films, labs and other activities. 
COURSE OUTLINE - This course is offered for dual-credit and corresponds to ENVR 111 and 112.  ENVR 111 is offered in the fall, while ENVR 112 is offered during the spring term.  In order to receive college credit, a grade of “C” or better must be earned.  
GRADING POLICY - Grades will be posted on Family Link. ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNNING OF CLASS! Please stay up to date and check your grades as teachers do make mistakes!  
TMP Grading Scale:
A+(97-100)=4.0; A(93-96)=4.0; A-(90-92)=3.7
B+(87-89)=3.3; B(83-86)=3.0; B-(80-82)=2.7
C+(77-79)=2.3; C(73-76)=2.0; C-(70-72)=1.7
			D+(67-69)=1.3; D(65-66)=1.0; F(below 65)=0.0

Grades for each assignment will have different weights as follows:
	Lab work/Projects = 30%		Homework/Classwork = 25%		
	Tests/Quizzes = 30%   		Participation = 15%
Teachers will measure “engagement” in classes by observing student behaviors including, but not limited to:   
	Showing up on Time (in seat with needed materials ready to go)		                      

Being prepared (has pen/pencil, needed materials, homework completed)	                                           
Being actively on Task (cell phone put away, staying in class, contacting teacher if absent)               
Having an Appropriate Attitude (willingness to engage, supportive of others)     
TMP POLICIES:
Use appropriate language:  Profane or hateful language is disrespectful to many and is not appropriate while in school at TMP or SFCC.
	Respect personal space:  While our community encourages communication in a kind and warm, friendly manner, constant hugging, kissing, displaying private personal affection with others at school or touching in an inappropriate manner is disrespectful to others, and we ask that it not be a part of our school environment.
	Stay focused in class:  Classroom time is precious and we expect our students to be engaged in their classes. Behavior that is distracting, such as regularly asking to be excused or distracting other students, is disrespectful and will not be tolerated.
	Respect the school environment:  Students should not leave classrooms or other spaces until floors are clean, chairs and desks are in order, and trash and recyclables are in their proper containers.  Students are also asked to be careful not to block hallways, to lie on the floors, to put their feet on the furniture or to act as though this professional environment is their private space.

REVISION OF WORK - Students who turn assignments in on time are allowed to revise them based on the teacher feedback.  Papers and projects turned in must meet all minimum requirements of the assignment rubric.  If an assignment does not meet the minimum standards of the rubric, it is considered unfinished work and may not be revised.  Students are allowed three days from the day an assignment is returned to revise an assignment and resubmit for a higher grade.  We believe that there is more value in revision than in throwing away a paper that is not very good.  Assignments that are turned in after the due date are not allowed to be revised.
LATE WORK - In order to better prepare our graduates for the strict deadlines and realities of college and work, TMP has adopted a policy that TMP teachers will not accept any assignment for full credit after the due date.  An assignment turned in by 4PM the next calendar day after it is due will drop one full grade.  After 4 PM that next calendar day, the grade is a zero.  Being absent does not relieve a student of the responsibility to check the website and email in an assignment that is due, or to correspond with the teacher about an extension.
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES - School trips and events and service learning activities are an integral part of the TMP experience, and they are usually planned at least one week in advance.  If an assignment is due the day that a student will be gone for a field trip, etc, the student must turn the work in as assigned, before the end of the day he/she will miss.  Further, the student is responsible for inquiring about and turning in on-time any homework that is assigned on the day that is missed.  “I don’t have my homework because I was on a field trip when you assigned it,” is not a legitimate excuse.
TARDINESS to class is disruptive to the learning process and does not reflect excellence.   Any student arriving after the class has started is considered tardy.  After the 6th tardy under 10 minutes, the student will be considered “Chronically Tardy.”  Students arriving late to a class by 10 minutes or more must get a note from the office before coming to class.  On the 4th instance of being tardy by 10 minutes or more, the student will be considered “Chronically Tardy.” 

If a student is considered Chronically Tardy, the Head Administrator will initiate a meeting with the student’s parents to discuss the issue.  If the student is late again, a zero tolerance policy will be adopted and the student will not be allowed to enter the class once the start time for the class has passed, which will result in an unexcused absence and detention for that class.  
 
MAKE-UP WORK/EXCUSED ABSENCES - For class assignments that were due the day of the absence, the make-up work is due the day that the student returns, not the next time that the class meets.  Tests must be made up during free time on the day of return.  Each student will have a syllabus and may also look at the course web page on the TMP website for information. If there is an extended illness that makes this difficult, the student needs to contact each teacher to set a date for assignments to be due.  Students may call, text or email teachers for help or to ask questions.
MAKE-UP WORK/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES - Students who miss a class without being excused may turn in their work and may receive a penalty as determined by the teacher. Should this happen frequently, the student will be called for a meeting with TMP staff and the student’s parents. 
It is the student’s responsibility, not the teacher’s, to ask for homework missed and to make arrangements with each teacher for any work owed.  Work not turned in will adversely affect the student’s grade.  Any student missing more than six sessions of a particular class, even for excused absences, risks academic consequences.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY - Academic integrity is a fundamental principle which is important to the College.  Students are responsible for ensuring they are honest in their academic pursuits.  Academic dishonesty means any behavior that misrepresents or falsifies the student’s knowledge, skills or ability with the goal of unjustified or illegitimate evaluation or gain and includes cheating, plagiarism and falsification of records.
	Cheating:  Cheating includes using or attempting to use unauthorized materials such as notes, texts, visuals, electronic devices, copies of test materials and presenting the work of others to misrepresent the student’s knowledge, skills or ability.  Unauthorized collaboration also constitutes cheating.
	Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional representation of another’s work as one’s own, without proper acknowledgement of the original author or creator of the work.
CELLPHONE USE - Cellphones need to be silenced and put away during the entire class period.   The exception to this would be when asked by the instructor to google information or for use as a calculator.  
FOOD/DRINKS - No meals in class; certain snacks will be permitted. Sodas, energy drinks and other drinks with high sugar contents are discouraged.  BRING WATER!

I am always here to help. If you find yourself falling behind or are unsure about a topic, please come meet with me.  We only succeed if we work together.
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