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1b  Sample Assessment Rubric

Meets the  
standard of  
excellence.

5

Significant information is presented about all of the following:
• How Earth fits into the universe, including:

– formation and evolution of the solar system – Earth’s distance from, and orbit of, the Sun
– Earth’s place in the galaxy – the galaxy’s place in the universe

•  How solar activity influences Earth, what the hazardous and beneficial effects of solar radiation include, 
and how the Sun and the other stars are structured.

• What Earth’s orbital and gravitational relationships with the Sun and the Moon are.
•  What comets and asteroids are, how they behave, how likely it is that one will collide with Earth, and 

what would happen if a collision occurs.
•  Why extraterrestrial influences on the community are a natural part of Earth system evolution.
All of the information is accurate and appropriate.
The writing is clear and interesting.

Approaches  
the standard  
of excellence.

4

Significant information is presented about most of the following:
• How Earth fits into the universe, including:

– formation and evolution of the solar system – Earth’s distance from, and orbit of, the Sun
– Earth’s place in the galaxy – the galaxy’s place in the universe

•  How solar activity influences Earth, what the hazardous and beneficial effects of solar radiation include, 
and how the Sun and the other stars are structured.

• What Earth’s orbital and gravitational relationships with the Sun and the Moon are.
•  What comets and asteroids are, how they behave, how likely it is that one will collide with Earth, and 

what would happen if a collision occurs.
•  Why extraterrestrial influences on the community are a natural part of Earth system evolution.
All of the information is accurate and appropriate.
The writing is clear and interesting.

Meets an 
acceptable 
standard.

3

Significant information is presented about most of the following:
• How Earth fits into the universe, including:

– formation and evolution of the solar system – Earth’s distance from, and orbit of, the Sun
– Earth’s place in the galaxy – the galaxy’s place in the universe

•  How solar activity influences Earth, what the hazardous and beneficial effects of solar radiation include, 
and how the Sun and the other stars are structured.

• What Earth’s orbital and gravitational relationships with the Sun and the Moon are.
•  What comets and asteroids are, how they behave, how likely it is that one will collide with Earth, and 

what would happen if a collision occurs.
•  Why extraterrestrial influences on the community are a natural part of Earth system evolution.
Most of the information is accurate and appropriate.
The writing is clear and interesting.

Below 
acceptable 
standard 

and requires 
remedial help.

2

Limited information is presented about the following:
• How Earth fits into the universe, including:

– formation and evolution of the solar system – Earth’s distance from, and orbit of, the Sun
– Earth’s place in the galaxy – the galaxy’s place in the universe

•  How solar activity influences Earth, what the hazardous and beneficial effects of solar radiation include, 
and how the Sun and the other stars are structured.

• What Earth’s orbital and gravitational relationships with the Sun and the Moon are.
•  What comets and asteroids are, how they behave, how likely it is that one will collide with Earth, and 

what would happen if a collision occurs.
•  Why extraterrestrial influences on the community are a natural part of Earth system evolution.
Most of the information is accurate and appropriate.
Generally, the writing does not hold the reader’s attention.

Basic level 
that requires 
remedial help  

or demonstrates 
a lack of effort.

1

Limited information is presented about the following:
• How Earth fits into the universe, including:

– formation and evolution of the solar system – Earth’s distance from, and orbit of, the Sun
– Earth’s place in the galaxy – the galaxy’s place in the universe

•  How solar activity influences Earth, what the hazardous and beneficial effects of solar radiation include, 
and how the Sun and the other stars are structured.

•  What Earth’s orbital and gravitational relationships with the Sun and the Moon are.
•  What comets and asteroids are, how they behave, how likely it is that one will collide with Earth, and 

what would happen if a collision occurs.
•  Why extraterrestrial influences on the community are a natural part of Earth system evolution.
Little of the information is accurate and appropriate.
The writing is difficult to follow.


